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Below:  City staff gather for
Opening Day photo. 

City Hall Grand Opening
Last year we announced that the City Council purchased a 10,600 square foot
building at the northeast corner of San Jacinto Avenue and Sixth Street for a new
City Hall. At the time of last year’s newsletter, the building interior was being
readied for the City’s administrative staff, including the City Manager’s Office,
the Community Development Department, the City Clerk’s Office and the
Finance Department, to conduct business.

The interior improvements included the construction of a large 
conference room, office space, cabinets, phone and computer 
systems, painting, flooring, the installation of system furnishings and

relocatable walls. The improvements took several months to complete
and the building was ready for occupancy at the end of January.

After a weekend move, the new City Hall opened for business on February 4,
2008. City Hall is now an attractive professional facility that San Jacinto 
residents             can be proud of. 

A Rich History, A Bright Future.C
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SJ Police Department
While a new City Hall was taking shape, the San Jacinto Police Department was
also getting a new look. The City’s Police Station is located on Sixth Street, just
west of San Jacinto Avenue and within eyesight of the new City Hall. Not to be
outdone by nearby City Hall, the station’s exterior was upgraded with new rock
accent, signage and trim. Additionally, the station was painted to match the 
colors at City Hall. To top it off, the upgrades were funded by drug seizures
monies.

Other Police Department news includes the debut of a new anti-graffiti program
that focused on apprehension and awareness of the problem by both offenders
and the public. The cooperative program included Public Works, the San Jacinto
Unified School  District, the City Attorney’s office and an internet based mapping

database.  The anti-graffiti program yielded
immediate results; since August 2007, the
program has resulted in 42 arrests and a 
dramatic reduction in graffiti removal by
public works.

The Citizen Volunteer Program was greatly
expanded last year. Don’t be surprised 
to see volunteers on routine patrol 
throughout the City. Another service offered
by the Citizen Volunteers is vacation checks
for residents. Contact the PD to find out the
vacation check program.

Another positive note – the 2007 calendar
year reported crime rate is down by 17%.

The 2007 
calendar year 

reported 
crime rate 
is down
by 17%.

City Manager’s Message
Welcome to your City of San Jacinto 2008 Newsletter. It has been another 
exciting year in San Jacinto with new stores opening, paramedics added to every
fire engine, and more new sidewalks in the downtown area. Although the 
economy has slowed, especially in the housing sector, commercial development
is continuing.

For example, at the Wal-Mart Super Center that opened a year and a half ago,
all of the “out-pad” buildings have been constructed and are now open for 
business. This includes the new Walgreen’s store on the southeast corner of San
Jacinto and Commonwealth. Also, the brand new Fresh & Easy opened earlier
this year in the DBN-Esplanade shopping center on the northeast corner of
Esplanade and Sanderson. DBN is also nearing completion of a medical office
building on the south side of Esplanade west of Valley Wide headquarters and
park.

In the public safety arena, the paramedics that were approved in last year’s 
budget have been on all of our fire engines since January. Advanced Life
Support is now available on our fire engines just as there has been previously
with each ambulance. Also, the five new police positions authorized last year
have been recruited, trained and are in the field.

Perhaps the most exciting project and event this past year was the opening of the
new City Hall in February. For many years, city staff has worked in a variety of
buildings on Main Street that were not well suited for city offices and too small
to hold all staff under one roof. By purchasing the new office buildings at the 
northeast corner of San Jacinto and Sixth, we were able to design the interior of
the buildings to efficiently function as city offices while making it much more
convenient for residents and businesses to conduct their business at one 
well-defined location. If you have not seen it yet, please take a few minutes to
come see your new City Hall.

Regards,

Barry McClellan



San Jacinto Welcomes Record
Number of Retailers
Last year brought an unprecedented number of retailer openings in the City of San Jacinto, as four new shopping 
centers continued to add new retailers.  What a banner year for the City of San Jacinto and its residents!

On San Jacinto Avenue near Commonwealth Avenue, Pacific Retail Partners completed construction on Mount San
Jacinto Plaza, with over 40,000 sq. ft. of retail located in front of the Wal-Mart Supercenter. The new retailers that have

recently opened included Walgreens, El Pollo Loco, Wendy’s, Pacific Dental, AT&T Wireless, Professional Nail
Salon, Game Stop, Great Clips, Quiznos, Kelly’s Coffee & Fudge, Golden Chopsticks, and a Bank of America ATM.

At Sanderson Avenue and Esplanade Avenue, DBN Development completed phase one of San Jacinto Esplanade,
a 102,000 sq. ft. shopping center. Fresh & Easy Neighborhood Market, Walgreens, Starbucks, Jack in the Box,
the Bullpen Restaurant, Postal Annex, River Nail Spa and other 
restaurants and services are now open. 

At the northeast corner of Ramona Expressway and State Street, The
Village at San Jacinto Shopping Center, continues to see new retailers
open their doors. The 100,000 sq. ft. neighborhood center developed
by Pacific Development Partners, LLC. includes the City’s second Stater
Bros. Market, Walgreens, Carl’s Jr., Del Taco, PFF Bank & Trust,
Starbucks, Juice It Up!, Subway, Charo Chicken, Little Beijing,

PostalAnnex+, Los Portales Mexican Restaurant, MK Wireless, Cyndi’s Beauty
Salon, Professional Nail Salon, and a drycleaners.

Just west of the The Village at San Jacinto, on the northwest corner of Ramona Expressway and State Street, is Mountain
View Plaza. Mountain View Plaza is home to Rite-Aid, Panda Express and 7-Eleven convenience store and gas station.
The center will soon welcome Quiznos and a national pizza chain restaurant. Additional tenant announcements are
expected soon.

The developer of Mountain View Plaza,
Southland Development, is also moving 
forward with the Crossroads at San Jacinto.
The Crossroads at San  Jacinto is a fully-entitled
110,000 sq. ft. retail project located on 14.43
acres at the southeast corner of Ramona
Expressway and State Street.

Retail &
Residential

San Jacinto Gateway - Where the NEW money is!
One of the greatest opportunities to come to Southern California in a long time is the San Jacinto Gateway. What makes the City of San Jacinto’s Gateway such a rare 
opportunity is its unique location in one of the fastest growing regions of the nation and an array of integrated land uses. The project area offers 1,700 acres of retail, office,
business park, healthcare, residential, civic, and mixed-use opportunities.

The Gateway is strategically located at the crossroads of two new major transportation corridors – the 32-mile Mid County Parkway and the realigned State Highway 79.  The
Mid County Parkway is one of the largest transportation projects planned in Southern California.

In the Gateway, three large retail projects have been proposed. The Festival at San Jacinto (A), an upscale 756,200 sq. ft. community shopping center that is expected to be
anchored by a large national discount department store. Located at the northeast corner of Ramona Expressway and Highway 79, The Festival at San Jacinto is slated to include
a variety of junior anchors, a theatre, specialty stores and restaurants. Construction is planned to commence in fall 2009.

Located at the intersection of the Ramona Expressway and Sanderson Avenue
(realigned), plans are also moving forward with Gateway Plaza (B), a proposed
335,000 sq. ft. community shopping center development. Gateway Plaza will
offer prime freeway frontage along the planned Mid-County Parkway and its own
convenient off-ramp at Sanderson Avenue. Opening is slated for spring 2010.

Also in the Gateway, at the northwest quadrant of Ramona Expressway and
Highway 79, is San Jacinto Ranch (C), a 512-acre master-planned community
that will provide upscale single-family and multi-family lifestyles, open spaces,
parks, recreational areas, and pedestrian paths. San Jacinto Ranch will integrate
office, retail, restaurants, and entertainment uses. Residents will be able to live
within walking distance to most services and conveniences. In addition, 
business development offers employment opportunities 
for nearby residents. A

B

C

The Village at San Jacinto
Shopping Center continues to see
new retailers open their doors.

Sales tax figures 
increased tremendously, 

by 35% over 2006.

Results for the 
first six months of 2008 

show a 
20.4% increase 

over the same period 
in 2007.

Walgreens located at Sanderson Avenue and Esplanade Avenue

Mount San Jacinto Plaza located at San Jacinto  
Avenue near Commonwealth Avenue



Four NEW
Park Dedications
Four parks were also dedicated in the last year. These included
Haugen Park, named after Deputy Michael Haugen, a San Jacinto
resident killed in the line of duty in January 1997; Ward Park,
named after the Ward family - longtime City residents and tireless
community volunteers; Warneke Park, named after the Warneke
family for all their hard work and dedication to the City and the
museum; and Cutting Park (not pictured), named in remembrance
of Wendell Cutting, the City’s youngest Mayor on record, for his
many contributions to the community.

Below:  
Haugen Park is 
located on 
Peaceful Lane

City Street 
Improvements
A number of street improvement projects are under way or were just recently completed.
These include the improvements near San Jacinto High School, several new signals, and the 
installation of several thousand feet of new sidewalk in the downtown area.

The street improvements near San Jacinto High School include a signal at the intersection of
State Street and Idyllwild Drive, a signal at Tiger Lane and Ramona Boulevard, road widening
and restriping on Idyllwild Drive, and the installation of a median on Ramona Boulevard from
State Street east to Five Points.  The improvements are intended to greatly improve pedestrian
safety for the students who walk to San Jacinto High School and the nearby campuses of Monte
Vista Middle School and San Jacinto Elementary School. The improvements will also 
improve the traffic flow in the area. Together, the Ramona Boulevard and Idyllwild Drive area
improvements cost approximately $2.5 million.

Other transportation projects under construction include intersection improvements at the
Ramona Expressway and Chase Street and a signal at Hewitt Street and Commonwealth Avenue.

Projects that were recently finished include:
•  Signal at the Ramona Expressway & Lyon Avenue
•  State Street & Ramona Blvd. Signal Modifications
•  Soboba Road Pavement Repairs

Tiger Lane and 
Ramona Boulevard 

Below:  Ramona Expressway and State Street

Left:  State Street and Idyllwild Street

Affordable Housing
A significant goal of the City Council has been to improve and increase the supply of affordable
housing. To this end the Council, through the City’s Redevelopment Agency, has spent nearly
$4 million expanding and improving the supply of affordable housing.

One such project, the San Jacinto Villas, increased the supply of affordable housing by 80 
apartments. To facilitate the project, the Redevelopment
Agency agreed to provide the developer, Palm Desert
Development, with a $3,050,000 loan and a $250,000
grant. In exchange, Palm Desert Development agreed to
keep rents affordable to low and moderate income families
for 55 years. The recently completed and very attractive
complex sits on 4.8 acres and is located on Santa Fe Avenue
just south of Esplanade Avenue.

Community Center Renovation
In 2008, substantial upgrades to the Community Center were completed. The Center, built
in the mid 1970’s, hasn’t seen a major renovation since it was constructed.  Work included
new interior lighting and new padded resilient flooring throughout the main room, the small
meeting room and entry area.  A new reception counter and desk was constructed 
by the front door, the interior of the facility was repainted and new window 
coverings were added. The
kitchen received a new three 
compartment sink with associated
plumbing upgrades and new 
lighting and flooring to meet
County Food Service standards.
The interior restrooms were
upgraded to better meet the
Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) standards and a new 25 year
roof was installed on the facility.
The renovations were financed by
the City of San Jacinto, the City’s
Redevelopment Agency and a grant
from County Supervisor Jeff Stone.

San Jacinto Villas

•  Downtown Pavement Rehabilitation
•  The Estudillo Mansion Parking Lot

Estudillo Mansion &
Gardens
Francisco  Estudillo Heritage
Park has seen several
changes with more to come.
A Water Conservation
Education Garden was 
constructed near the 
museum and has been in 
full bloom all summer.  The 
garden was constructed with grants from the Metropolitan Water
District, Eastern Municipal Water District and the City’s
Redevelopment Agency. The garden was completed in late 2007
and was designed by Richard Pope and Associates Landscape
Architects and constructed by E-Z Sunnyday Landscape.

In addition to the garden, a new 36-stall parking lot was 
constructed using grant funds from the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development.  The parking lot is made of 
permeable concrete and allows rainwater to seep through the 
surface and into the ground below it.  As a result, little or no water
runs off into the street during storms.  Landscaping for the parking
lot perimeter should be under construction in the fall once the
design and funding has been approved.

Finally, the restoration of the Estudillo Mansion will be starting in
fall 2008 and should be complete by February 2009. The 
restoration must meet very stringent design requirements as the
site is a Nationally Registered Historic Property. Full interior
restoration to the Mansion’s “period of significance” (1888 to
1901) will occur. Extensive demolition, including removal of
interior doors and the two upstairs bathrooms, is required.
Installation of new doors with historic hardware and repainting of
wall surfaces with historic formula paint will also occur. Two
new heat pumps will be installed to allow for full climate control
during mansion events. Funding for this restoration comes from
grants from the U.S. Department of Interior, National Park Service
and the State of California  Parks Bond Program.

Below:  
Ward Park is 
located on 
Sweet Clover Loop

Nearly 
$4 million 

spent expanding
and improving

affordable 
housing.

Warneke Park is located on
Sunnyside Boulevard



MarkYour
Calendar

Events:
October 23th 
State of the City Dinner
6:30 PM, SJ Assembly

October 27th 
PFC Aaron Ward Park Dedication
6:00 PM

November 11th
Veterans Day
4:00 PM, Druding Park

December 5th
Holiday Tree Lighting at Hofmann Park
6:00 PM

City Meetings:
City Council
1st and 3rd Thursdays
2045 S. San Jacinto Ave.
7:00 PM

Planning Commission
2nd and 4th Thursdays
2045 S. San Jacinto Ave.
7:00 PM

City Officials:
Jim Ayres, Mayor

Chris Carlson, Vice Mayor

Dale Stubblefield, Councilman

John Mansperger, Councilman

Jim Potts, Councilman

Barry McClellan, City Manager

Tim Hults, Assistant City Manager

Jeff Ballinger, City Attorney

Kevin Vest, Police Chief

Bob Michael, Fire Chief

Connie Rogers-Elmore, Finance Director

Dorothy Chouinard, City Clerk

Mike Emberton, Public Works Director

Habib Motlagh, City Engineer

Asher Hartel, Planning Director 

City of 
San Jacinto
951-654-7337
595 S. San Jacinto Avenue
San Jacinto, CA 92583
Fx: 951-654-3728

www.ci.san-jacinto.ca.us

X Community

Once again, the City had a number of outstanding
special events this past year. These include the 
dedication of the Fenwick Lighthouse at the Veteran’s
Monument at Druding  Park, the annual Fourth of July
Celebration, Patriot’s Day Recognition, National POW/MIA Recognition Day,
and the naming and dedication of several parks. The dedication and naming
of parks follows the City Council’s adoption of Resolution 3113 which 
established a policy for naming public facilities, including parks. The policy

provides for facilities to be named in acknowledgement of an individual’s outstanding service to the community,
extraordinary non-monetary contributions, and public service.

On December 8, 2007, the City dedicated the
Fenwick Lighthouse at the Veteran’s
Monument at Druding  Park in honor of the
U.S. Coast Guard. The event was well 
attended and featured Bill Densmore, Coast
Guard veteran

and retired Riverside County Director of
Veterans Affairs as keynote speaker. The
event, which was held a month after Veteran’s
Day due to the extensive windstorm damage,
also included Special Veteran’s Day
Recognition Awards for five local Veterans,
including John Darby USAF, Jack Cullari
USCG, Ed Bardwell USMC, Jerry Sorenson
USN, and Shorty Aguilar USA.

This year’s Fourth of July Celebration
may be remembered as one of the best
of all time. The parade had a record
number of entries and the parade route
was packed with spectators. At the
Francisco Estudillo  Heritage Park,
Fourth of July revelers enjoyed the new
demonstration gardens, the many 
vendors, a concert by Grammy nominee
Lisa Haley and the Zydekats. After the
concert, most everyone stayed at the
Park and watched the Fireworks show
put on Valley Wide Recreation and Park
District.

On September 11 at Hofmann  Park, the City’s Patriot’s Day Recognition was 
especially poignant as a memorial was dedicated to our own fallen hometown heroes
Bryan E. Bolander, Agustin Gutierrez, and Aaron J. Ward. No less than 500 people
attended the event, which included such speakers as 911 Survivor Bill Hay and Sheriff
Stan Sniff. A big thanks to the Central County United Way for providing American
flags and the candles for the candlelight vigil, and also to the San Jacinto Chamber of
Commerce for providing bottled water.

POW/MIA Recognition Day
In honor of National POW/MIA Recognition Day, the City conducted a ceremony on
September 19 to dedicate a monument to all those Americans who sacrificed so much
for our freedom. Speakers at the event held at the Veteran’s Memorial at Druding Park
included George Evans, Commander of American Legion post 848, Fred Altenberg,
Commander of VFW Post 2266 and Assemblyman Paul Cook.

Lighthouse
Dedication
Druding Park

4th of July
Parade

Uncle Sam (Jack Warneke) made a guest
appearance.

Durango Park

The Fourth of July flyover was provided by
the Thunder Delphins based at Gillespie
Field in El Cajon.

Patriot’s Day Hofmann Park


