
Welcome to the 4th Edition 
of San Jacinto Annual 
Newsletter.  As your City 
Manager, I am proud to re-
port to you, our stake-
holders, some of our Coun-
cil’s, Staff, and Appointed 
Committees’ most notable 
accomplishments during 
Fiscal Year 2003-04.   As 
you will see in this brief 
summary of Council and 
staff accomplishments dur-
ing the past 12-months, we 
all have worked innova-
tively and diligently in ad-
dressing the problems and 
challenges facing our local 
government.  
 
We have an excellent 
group of employees and 
elected officials dedicated 
and committed to serving 
this community. This dedi-
cation and commitment of 
elected officials, staff, and 
administration is shaping 
the future of San Jacinto in 
a positive way.  
 
Some of the major high-
lights of this past year in-
clude: successful place-
ment of a Super Wal-Mart 
at the southeast corner of 
San Jacinto and Common-
wealth Avenue; record 
breaking building permit 
activity; implementation of  
the Home Rehabilitation 
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and Downtown Facade 
Grant Programs; aggres-
sive  Neighborhood Clean-
ing Program throughout the 
year; a hazardous waste 
disposal collection event; 
the addition of a Code En-
forcement Officer to ex-
pand the City’s Beautifica-
tion Code Enforcement 
Program; expansion of  
Community Development 
Department; a new building 
to house the Police Activi-
ties League (P.A.L.) Pro-
gram; planning for a new 
Museum at the Historic 
Estudillo Mansion Site; an 
aggressive Capital Im-
provement Project Pro-
gram throughout the City; 
in the process of siting of a 
new Fire Station on the 
west side of town; commu-
nity events that bring our 
diverse community to-
gether throughout the year; 
creation of special districts 
to offset the impacts of new 
development in the City; 

transition from a City Police 
Department to a contract for 
law enforcement services 
with the Riverside County 
Sheriff’s Department; and 
on-going City involvement 
and representation in local 
and regional issues that im-
pact the future of our com-
munity.   
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City Administration 
 
One of the major accom-
plishments during this past 
year was the timely ap-
proval of a $37 Million bal-
anced General Fund 
Budget for Fiscal Year 
2004-05.  In one fiscal 
year, we went from having 
a sizable deficit spending 
exposure problem to a bal-
anced budget.  The budget 
was unanimously approved 
(5:0) on June 30, 2004, 
and includes $12,311,407 
in capital outlays (33%), 
$5,241,187 in debt service 
(14%), $2,960,826 in per-
sonnel (8%), $615,765 of 
Redevelopment  pass 
through payments (2%), 
$952,000 of inter-fund 
transfers; and $15,039,137 
in operations (40%).  We 
have resolved serious fund 
deficits in the City’s sewer 
and solid waste funds.  We 
have built a healthy gen-
eral fund reserve that will 
provide essential services 
in the event of an emer-
gency or economic down-
turn.  The fund balance is 
estimated at $5.5 Million as 
of June 30, 2004. 
 
Another major accomplish-
ment includes $6.2 Million 
invested in Capital Im-
provement Projects during 
Fiscal Year 2003-04 
throughout the City.  
 
As in most communities, 
transportation issues are a 
high priority for economic 
vitality, as well as provide 
easy and safe access to 
various parts of the City.  
For this reason, the City 
continues to seek funding 
sources to continue our 
transportation/road projects 
throughout the City.  By 

 

combining Measure “A” 
funds and other funds de-
rived from development 
agreements with the devel-
opment community, the 
City Council approved $4 
Million for street asphalt 
rehabilitation, $700,000 of 
the $4 Million is allocated 
towards road improve-
ments in the core of the 
City.   
 
Continuing our efforts to 
compete for local, regional, 
state, and federal grants, 
the City on July 12, 2004 
responded to Riverside 
County Transportation 
Commission (RCTC) Call 
for Projects, submitting 
three applications for grant 
funding through Transpor-
tation Uniform Mitigation 
Funds - Regional Arterial 
Grant Projects totaling 
$11.7 Million for road im-
provements.  
 
Development Activity – 
Over the past four years, 
the City has been experi-
encing a tremendous 
growth in our residential 
development with Fiscal 
Year 2003-04 becoming 
the record breaking devel-
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opment year with a total of 
2,340 building permits is-
sued, including 638 new 
single family units.  With 
this level of growth, the lo-
cal demand of programs 
and services also increases 
for which the City has cre-
ated three special districts 
which include the Lighting 
Landscaping Park District 
No. 2 that provides funding 
for maintenance of parks, 
green belts, medians, and 
traffic signals; the Commu-
nity Facilities District 2003-1 
provides funding for public 
safety services; and As-
sessment District 2003-1 
provides funding for the pe-
riodic maintenance of the 
newly created roads.  All 
new development is re-
quired to annex to these 
special districts, providing 
funding to offset the costs of 
programs and services to 
our newly built neighbor-
hoods. 
 
In a related field, the City 
has been working with a 
consultant since April 2004, 
the Building Industry Asso-
ciation, and the building 
community to restructure 
the City’s development im-
pact fees to ensure that de-
velopers provide mitigation 
to the City to build public 
structures and facilities nec-
essary to handle the growth 
in our community. By taking 
proactive steps and ad-
dressing direct impacts from 
our development, we are 
responsibly building a com-
munity in a positive way.   
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City Facts 
 

Year Incorporated—1888 

Population - 26,041 

Size -  27.5 Square Miles 
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Community Events 

Celebration was the open-
ing of the Estudillo Man-
sion’s interior to the view-
ing public.  
 
Another significant event at 
the Estudillo Mansion was 
a dinner reception com-
memorating the Mansion’s 
listing on the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places. The 
dinner gave the City an op-
portunity to thank Con-
gressman  Jerry Lewis for 
his support of the Estudillo 
Mansion and working with 
the City Council to obtain 
several hundred thousand 

dollars in funding for the 
Mansion’s renovation. 
 
Veteran’s Day was marked 
by a Veterans Day Cere-
mony at City of San Jacinto 
Veteran Monument at 
Druding Park. Veterans, 
Council Members, and 
other dignitaries com-
memorated the sacrifice of 
v e t e r a n s  t h r o u g h 
speeches, a gun salute, 
and a candlelight vigil in 
hopes of our veterans serv-
ing overseas to come 
home safely.  
 
The annual tree lighting 
ceremony was a heart-
warming family experience. 
Man made snow covered 
portions of Hofmann park 
and Santa Claus was on 
hand to hear the wishes of 
San Jaicnto’s children. The 
artistic talents of San Ja-
cinto’s elementary schools 
from a tree decoration con-
test and animals from Fu-
ture Farmers of America 
were on display.  The com-
munity’s holiday spirit was 
evident this special eve-
ning. 

The City of San Jacinto 
had a number of memora-
ble community events such 
as the annual Independ-
ence Day Parade and 
Celebration, which was an 
evening event this year 
held on July 3rd.  The fourth 
of July fell on Sunday in 
2004 and the Council 
elected to hold the event in 
the evening on the 3rd of 
July to not conflict with 
church services. Several 
churches were located 
along the parade route. 
 
The evening event was a 
huge success with record 
crowds. Spectators en-
joyed two flyovers this year 
courtesy of the Thunder-
delfin’s Jets and the March 
Aero Club’s turbo props 
named Dragon Flight. The 
grand marshal was “Vic 
Slick” from KOLA 99 FM. 
The Celebration at the 
Mansion had an evening 
concert featuring the Seek-
ers and other well known 
entertainers.  Great food, 
interesting vendors, and 
children games were also 
enjoyed by those in atten-
dance. A highlight of the 

4th of July Parade 

Veterans Memorial Ceremony 

Christmas Tree Lighting 
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City Clerk 

The City Clerk’s office is 
the hub of government – 
the direct link between citi-
zens, staff, organizations, 
and visitors.  Political sci-
entist Professor William 
Bennett Munro wrote in his 
first textbook over 40 
years ago: 
 
 

“No other office in 
municipal service 
has so many con-
tacts.  It serves the 
mayor, the city 
council, the city 
manager, and all 
administrative de-
partments, without 
exception.  All of 
them call upon it, 
almost daily, for 
some service or 
information.  Its 
work is not spec-
tacular, but it de-
mands versatility, 
alertness, accu-
racy, and no end of 
patience.  The pub-
lic does not realize 
how many loose 
ends of City ad-
ministration this 
office pulls to-
gether.” 

 
 
City Clerk Dorothy Choui-
nard agrees with that 
snapshot Professor Munro 
gave of the Clerk’s office:  
It continues to be truthful 
about the activity of the 
Clerk’s office but it doesn’t 
describe the volume and 
the pace that the City of 
San Jacinto is currently 
moving at.  
   
With all the activity in our 
City government, the City 
Clerk’s office is directly 

impacted.  The size of the 
City Council’s agendas 
and the number of pages 
per agenda packet has 
risen dramatically.  Where 
fifteen agenda items were 
thought to be a full 
agenda, we are regularly 
seeing closer to twenty-
five items.  The City 
Council has received sev-
eral agenda packets that 
exceeded 500 pages, 
which City Clerk Choui-
nard produces twenty-two 
copies of, every other 
week.     
 
Because of the impact of 
the production, City Clerk 
Dorothy Chouinard has 
begun the process to get 
all the agendas “on-line.”  
The entire agenda packet 
(staff reports and support-
ing documents) will be 
available through a link on 
the City’s web site.  
Therefore, anyone with 
access to the internet will 
be able to be informed 
about San Jacinto no mat-
ter where they are.   
 
2004, being an even num-
bered year, means ELEC-
TION YEAR for the City.  
Three (3) seats are up for 
election on November 2, 
2004.  One of the incum-
bents, Jim Conner, chose 
not to run for re-election, 
which extended the nomi-
nation period by five days.  
All five candidates that 
pulled nomination pa-
pers – Jim Ayres, Chris 
Carlson Buydos, Kenneth 
B. Cope, Allan Cornett, 
Steven M. De Mimmo, 
Richard Hochberg and 
Robert C. Ritchie, suc-
cessfully completed the 
nomination process and 

will be on the ballot No-
vember 2nd.  The three suc-
cessful candidates will take 
office at the first meeting in 
December and serve a 
term of four years. 
 
The City Clerk, as the offi-
cial record keeper of the 
City, receives a multitude 
of requests for records 
from the staff, public, and 
other organizations:  As the 
number of records being 
created has escalated so 
have the requests to re-
view, and or copy.   
 
The Conflict of Interest 
C o d e  ( F o r m  7 0 0 - -
Statements of Economic 
Interest) is reviewed and 
revised every two years.  It 
is in the process of review 
and will be revised, as nec-
essary in December.  The 
previous year there were 
57 filers and this year there 
were 82 and there will be 
more next year.  
 
The City Clerk plays an ac-
tive roll in seating members 
of Boards and Commis-
sions:  The Estudillo Man-
sion Committee downsized 
from nine members to 
seven.  Nancy Warneke is 
the newest member, as 
she was recently appointed 
to fill a vacancy.  One seat 
is open for the Planning 
Commission.  The suc-
cessful candidate will be 
appointed early November.   
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this year has already ex-
ceeded every recent yearly 
total.  At the current pace, 
it is projected the depart-
ment will issue in excess of 
3000 permits compared to 
last year’s total of 2340 
permits.  The gravity of the 
increase is brought to light 
when compared to 786 for 
all of 2001.  Activity levels 
this high have not been 
seen for more than a dec-

ade and are spurred by the 
increased residential and 
commercial development 
throughout the City.  This 
all translates to more con-
tact with citizens both at 
the public counter and in 
the field.  The current aver-
age is 450 inspections per 
week and 180 visitors per 
week at the public counter. 
 
Code Enforcement  
 
The Code Enforcement Di-
vision has been working 
proactively to reach its goal 
to make the public aware 
of Code Enforcement regu-
lations and to remedy pub-
lic concerns with land-use 
and vehicle violations. 
Friendly reminders were 
mailed to residents of vari-
ous neighborhoods to help 
them understand the regu-
lations and to stimulate vol-
untary compliance. 
 
Even with a great deal of 
voluntary compl iance 
throughout the City, Code 
Enforcement Staff still had 
a heavy workload.  Last 
fiscal year the Code En-

Community Development 

The Community Develop-
ment Department, com-
prised of Building and 
Safety, Planning, Code En-
forcement, Redevelop-
ment, GIS/Graphics, and 
Economic Development 
had another very busy year 
in all areas. 
 
Building and Safety 
 
The Building Division has 
again provided increased 
numbers of inspection and 
plan check services for 
residential patio covers, 
remodels and additions, 
swimming pools, fences, 
water heater installations, 
etc. as well as services for 
the increased new housing 
construction (294 homes 
so far this year).   In addi-
tion, commercial inspec-
tions for both new and ten-
ant improvement activity 
were performed. 
 
On the heels of the sub-
stantial permit increases in 
2003, permit activity during 
the first three quarters of 
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forcement Staff fielded 
over 1,500 phone calls and 
Code Enforcement Officers 
initiated over 1,700 cases.  
Those in the community 
that were visited by Code 
Enforcement responded 
well to their visits.  Last 
year, Code Enforcement 
Officers were able to obtain 
a 94 percent compliance 
rate.  The City was re-
quired to initiate abatement 
proceedings on only 100 
properties due to non com-
pliance with mandates.  
 
In February, April, and May 
of this year the City had 
several neighborhood 
clean ups. Residents, City 
Staff, and volunteers 
worked to remove over 40 
tons of unwanted items 
from various neighbor-
hoods around the City.  
The clean ups assisted the 
City’s ongoing efforts to 
beautify the city and bring 
pride to our local neighbor-
hoods. The City wants to 
thank all those who contrib-
uted to this successful pro-
gram. 
 
The City’s Code Enforce-
ment Staff also assisted 
with Animal Control for 

short time last fiscal year.  
Animal Control, which had 
been part of the Police De-
partment, transitioned to 
Code Enforcement after 
the City contracted with the 
Sheriff in June, 2004.  Re-
cently, on September 2, 
2004, the City Council 
agreed to contract with the 
Riverside County Health 
Department to provide Ani-
mal Control services.  Con-
tracting with the County 
Health Department will pro-
vide enhanced service to 
the community, beyond the 
one person staff previously 
handling all Animal Control 
duties.  Under the terms of 
the contract, the City will 
receive the services of one 
full time Animal Control Of-
ficer, plus back-up officers 
and on-call services for 
continuous coverage 7 
days a week.   
 
Planning Division 
 
The Planning Department 
processed 29 Tentative 
Tract Maps. Most of the 29 
tract maps were for resi-
dential subdivisions. To-
gether, they divide 1271.73 
total acres of land into ap-
proximately 3,958 lots and 

Community Development (continued) 

several neighborhood 
parks.  Four of the tentative 
maps divided a total 
266.10 acres of land into 
new 29 mixed use parcels. 
Of the 29 residential tenta-
tive maps, 10 have been 
approved for a total of 
1,419 lots. Average proc-
essing time for a subdivi-
sion, from submittal to a 
Planning Commission 
hearing is approximately 5 
½ months.  
 
Planning Staff is also 
charged with the imple-
mentation of approved ten-
tative tract maps.  Part of 
the implementation proc-
ess is through what is 
called a Development Plan 
Review.  In this review, 
plans are prepared to show 
the floor plans and building 
elevations of individual 
homes proposed within 
each development.  This 
process also identifies the 
foot print of each home that 
will be located on each in-
dividual lot.  This compre-
hensive review also looks 
at the total streetscape in 
addition to landscaping and 
project amenities proposed 
for neighborhood parks.  
Since this program was im-
plemented in 2002, 24 de-
velopments have submitted 
plans to be reviewed by the 
Planning Commission.  
During the past fiscal year 
the Planning Commission 
has completed 13 of these 
reviews and at least 6 
more are scheduled before 
the end of 2004.   Of the 13 
reviewed projects, most 
are now under construc-
tion. 
 
In addition, a 20-unit multi-
family development was 
recently approved by the 

New Homes 
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cinto Levee Project in-
volves the extension of the 
San Jacinto River Levee 
on the south side of the 
river from east of State 
Street westerly to almost 
Warren Road.  The realign-
ment of Highway 79 is a 
project involving a number 
of agencies, including the 
Riverside County Trans-
portation Commission, Cal-
Trans, the Federal High-
way Administration, the 
County of Riverside, the 
City of Hemet and the City 
of San Jacinto.  The project 
involves the realignment of 
a 12-mile segment of the 
highway from its present 
location, which winds 
through the San Jacinto 
valley, to a more direct 
route between the Ramona 
Expressway in San Jacinto 
and Domengoni Parkway 
in Hemet.  The Mid-County 
Parkway is a proposed 32-
mile transportation corridor 
that will relieve traffic con-
gestion for east-west travel 
in western Riverside 
County between San Ja-
cinto and Corona.           
 

Economic Development 
 
The City’s local economy 
continued to grow. Busi-
ness licenses are up over 
10% from a year ago at 
this time.  Over 700 busi-
nesses had active licenses 
last year and the city is on 
pace to reach 800 this 
year. 
 
The City, working with Wal-
Mart representatives, final-
ized and approved a Super 
Wal-Mart for the southeast 
corner of San Jacinto Ave 
and Commonwealth. The 
project entails a retail 
shopping center on an ap-
proximately 26 acres. The 
center includes a total of 
approximately 260,420 
square feet of retail 
space— comprising a 
229,500 square foot major 
retail store, two fast-food 
restaurants, a drive-
through pharmacy building, 
a sit-down restaurant, addi-
tional retail use, and a 
6-pump (12 fueling posi-
tions) gas station. The cen-
ter is expected to break 
ground in early 05. 

Community Development (continued) 

Planning Commission. This 
development will be lo-
cated at the east side of 
Santa Fe north of Midway.  
During the past year, the 
city also approved 3 new 
cellular telephone sites.  
 
The City is also reviewing 
several commercial pro-
posals, including two at 
very prominent corners in 
the northwest area of the 
City - at the southeast cor-
ner of Sanderson Avenue 
and Ramona Expressway 
and at the northeast corner 
State Street and Ramona 
Expressway.  Major ten-
ants in both of these cen-
ters include supermarkets, 
drug stores, fast food res-
taurants and gas stations.   
 
Three Specific Plans, en-
compassing approximately 
3,870 residential units, 
were submitted and are 
being processed.  The 
Specific Plans are known 
as the Esplanade Specific 
Plan, proposed for the 
northeast corner of Espla-
nade Avenue and Warren 
Road, the Villages Specific 
Plan proposed for the west 
side of Sanderson Avenue, 
south of Ramona Express-
way and the Park Hill Spe-
cific Plan, proposed for 
Park Hill – south of Park 
Avenue and east of Hewitt 
Street.  It is anticipated that 
all three of the Specific 
Plans will be completed 
prior to June 2005. 
 
Planning Staff are also 
working on three large re-
gional projects, the San 
Jacinto Levee Project, the 
realignment of Highway 79 
and the Mid-County Park-
way Project.  The San Ja-

Continued on page 8 

Levee Project Tour 



 City of San Jacinto  Page  8 

Continued on page 9 

The Windmill Commercial 
Center at the corner of 
Santa Fe & Esplanade will 
include 4 commercial build-
ings totaling 25,000 square 
feet, an 8,000 square foot 
rental equipment facility, 
and over 500 mini storage 
units. The center is ex-
pected to open later this 
year. 
 
Two developments near 
the intersection of Seventh 
and State are underway. At 
the northwest corner is a 
fast food restaurant and 
commercial service center. 
Just north of the corner on 
the west side of State is a 
two story commercial and 
office building totaling 
28,000 square feet.  
 
A shopping center that in-
cludes a Stater Bros is 
planned for the northeast 
corner of State and 
Ramona Expressway. 
Across the way on the 
northwest corner of State & 
Idyllwild, Dairy Queen 
broke ground and is ex-
pected to open by the end 
of the year. 

 
Construction is near com-
pletion on the De Anza 
Sewer Project. The water 
line from Sanderson along 
Ramona Blvd to Potter 
Road was completed. 
These two capital improve-
ment projects will enable 
promising development to 
come to the west side of 
town. In anticipation of the 
DeAnza Lift Station and 
Water Line Project being 
completed, a retail center 
and gas station has been 
submitted for the southeast 
corner of Ramona Ex-
pressway and Sanderson.  
 
Viper Networks, a publicly 
traded technology com-
pany based in San Diego 
has submitted plans for a 
40,000 square retail and 
office center at the north-
east corner of Ramona 
Blvd and State.  The com-
pany’s whose signature 
product is wireless phones 
that connect to the internet, 
is also exploring setting up 
wireless internet and 
phone networks in the San 
Jacinto Valley.  

Community Development (continued) 

 
The Skyline Plant, which 
manufactures modular 
homes and mobile homes 
on Esplanade Avenue, has 
reached their plant capac-
ity, exceeding 1700 units a 
year.  The company has 
submitted plans to add em-
ployee parking and inven-
tory storage. 
 
The developments above 
highlight just some of the 
recent commercial and in-
dustrial projects that have 
come to fruition. Inquires 
from potential developers 
and people interested in 
doing business in the City 
of San Jacinto continues to 
escalate and the City looks 
forward to working with de-
velopers and businesses 
for the betterment of our 
community.   
 
Estudillo Mansion  
Restoration Project 
 
The Community Develop-
ment Department is close 
to receiving final approval 
to begin the restoration of 
the Estudillo Mansion.  
Staff is working closely with 
the National Park Service 
(NPS) and the State Office 
of Historic Preservation 
(SHPO) to complete the 
review of the proposed im-
provements and the final 
budget for the restoration.  
A local architectural firm, 
PSWC Group, Inc., of San 
Bernardino has prepared a 
preliminary proposal for 
Architectural and Project 
Management Services for 
the project.  Staff has for-
warded the proposal to the 
NPS for review and ap-
proval.  Once the Park Ser-
vice grants approval, 

Economic Development 



Estudillo Mansion 
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been working with Museum 
staff to purchase a 48 x 60 
foot modular building which 
will be located on the 
Estudillo Mansion grounds 
near the Ash Street parking 
area.  Once completed, the 
museum will be moved to 
its new home at the man-
sion.  
 
Community Development 
Block Grant 
 
The Community Develop-
ment Block Grant Program 
provided funding to the Po-
lice Activities League for 
its youth programs.   PAL 
provides leadership train-
ing, sports, recreational 
and educational activates 
for 8 to 18 year olds.  A to-
tal of 1,215 boys and girls 
were able to participate in 
the programs provided by 
PAL. 
 
The Senior Day Care, Alz-
heimer Resource & and 
Support Group Program 
provided assistance to 173 
persons at the Community 
Center.  This program pro-
vides care, information and 
coping skills to families 

with loved ones suffering 
from this debilitating dis-
ease.  In addition, the pro-
gram also provides day 
care for to maximize the 
functioning level of each 
person attending to help 
delay the need for prema-
ture institutionalization of 
persons suffering from Alz-
heimer’s disease.  
 
The Valley-Wide Recrea-
tion District Scholarship 
Program provided scholar-
ships to 66 low-income 
children allowing them to 
participate in a variety of 
recreational activities.  The 
goal of the Valley-Wide 
scholarship program is to 
provide children from low 
to moderate-income fami-
lies’ access to sports, rec-
reation and after school 
programs that they would 
not otherwise be able to 
afford.  
 
Code Enforcement Pro-
gram funded through the 
CDBG program produced 
tremendous results.  Within 
the downtown target cen-
sus tracts, a total of 689 
properties were abated of 
nuisances, 194 properties 
had weeds removed and 
372 abandoned or non-
operational vehicles were 
removed. 
 
Two  Neighborhood 
Clean-up days were held, 
the first on February 28th 
and the second on April 
10th.  Both cleanups were 
very successful as approxi-
mately 125 tons of trash 
and rubbish were removed 
in 15-40 cubic yard dump-
sters placed throughout the 
target area which was be-
tween Idyllwild on the 

Community Development 

PSWC Group will begin 
preparation of the restora-
tion requirements and the 
bid package for contractors 
who will bid the restoration 
work.  Staff has also been 
in contact with Metropolitan 
Water District and Eastern 
Municipal Water District; 
both have awarded Land-
scaping and Irrigation 
Grants for the Mansion 
grounds.  Once the resto-
ration project is underway, 
the landscaping and irriga-
tion portion of the restora-
tion will begin.  Staff antici-
pates completion of the 
restoration and landscap-
ing project for spring of 
2005. 
 
San Jacinto Museum  
Relocation to Estudillo  
Mansion 
 
Staff is in the final stages 
of planning to move the 
closed San Jacinto Mu-
seum to the Estudillo Man-
sion property.  The mu-
seum building in downtown 
was forced to close due to 
the hazardous condition of 
its un-reinforced masonry 
building.  City staff has 

Continued on page 10 
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assistance to Habitat for 
Humanity in the amount of 
$21,500 which paid for 
Permits, Utilities Hookups 
and Inspections for a new 
house constructed at 252 
W. Sixth Street.  The fin-
ished home was dedicated 
on June 9, 2004 and after 
a brief celebration, turned 
over to the lucky family.  
 
Home Rehabilitation  
Program 
 
In June of 2004, the Rede-
v e l o p m e n t  A g e n c y 
launched its Home Reha-
bilitation Program utilizing 
over $600,000 in low/mod 
housing funds.  This pro-
gram provides up to 
$30,000 for repairs to 
qualified lower-income 
homeowners within the 
City of San Jacinto.   
 
Eligible improvements in-
clude such items as build-
ing code violations, paint-
ing, roofing, heating and 
ventilation repairs, plumb-
ing repairs/replacement 
electrical upgrade, window 
and doors replacement and 
structural repairs. 

Community Development (continued) 

This program is expected 
to generate a substantial 
number of property up-
grades in the coming 
months especially within 
the City’s central core area.    
 
Downtown Facade  
Enhancement Loan 
Program 
 
The  R edeve lopmen t 
Agency also launched its 
Downtown Facade En-
hancement Loan Pro-
gram using redevelopment 
funds to attract merchants 
and property owners in the 
Downtown Zone to improve 
their business and building 
facades.  The program pro-
vides a 50% match up to a 
maximum of $10,000 for 
businesses to eliminate 
negative visual blight and 
enhance the physical ap-
pearance of buildings, 
building entrances and 
signage in the Downtown 
Zone.   
 
Some of the improvements 
that may be made include 
such things as architectural 
design, painting and stucco 
work, awnings, front entry 
and window display im-
provements, façade im-
provements, sign replace-
ment, landscaping, parking 
lot and hardscape improve-
ments and disabled ac-
cess.  The program initially 
begins as a loan to finance 
the improvements and may 
be forgiven after one year if 
certain conditions are met 
by the business/property 
owner.       

north, San Jacinto Avenue, 
on the east, State Street on 
the west and Seventh 
Street on the south. 
 
CBBG funds assisted in 
the Main Street Improve-
ments Project between 
San Jacinto and Jordan 
Avenue.  Some of the ac-
complishments of this 
street improvement were:  
900 linear feet of new curb 
and gutter were installed, 
approximately 17,000 
square feet of concrete 
side walk was laid, 14 
handicap access ramps 
were installed, 11 street 
lights and two banner poles 
were installed and over 
550 tons of asphalt paving 
was installed.  In addition, 
landscape plantings and 
irrigation were installed all 
of which visibly improves 
the look of the Main Street 
corridor.       
 
Redevelopment Agency 
Low and Moderate  
Income Fund 
 
Habitat for Humanity 
 
The  Redeve lopmen t 
Agency provided financial 
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new residents, and that in-
spire pride in ownership. 
 
Development activity in San 
Jacinto had a record break-
ing year in fiscal year 2003-
04.  Thirty nine final maps 
were processed, fourteen of 
these residential tract maps 
are now recorded and con-
struction has started.  
Twenty-five more residen-
tial subdivisions are in the 
pipeline, with anticipated 
construction of 2,156 sin-
gle-family lots on 371.18 
acres in the next few years. 
 
Some of the capital im-
provements projects that 
will be implemented by the 
Engineering Department in 
fiscal year 2004-05 include 
Hyatt Elementary Neighbor-
hoods Sidewalks, Espla-
nade Avenue, Main Street, 
Soboba Road, and Artesia 
Avenue Pavement Rehabili-
tation, Lyon Avenue Drain-
age/Park Improvements,  
Evans Road Improvements, 
Traffic signal pre-emption 
for emergency vehicles, 
Downtown Parking Lot 
Renovation, Pavement Re-
habilitation throughout the 
City, and on-going installa-
tion of traffic calming de-
vices throughout the City. 
 

Continuing our efforts of 
seeking available grant 
funds to fund our transpor-
tation projects, staff submit-
ted on July 12, 2004 three 
grant applications to River-
side County Transportation 
Commission (RCTC) for 
grant funding through 
Transportation Uniform Miti-
gation Funds - Regional Ar-
terial Grant Projects totaling 
$11.7 Million for road im-
provements, which included 
widening of Ramona Ex-
pressway from Sanderson 
Avenue to the westerly City 
limits ($3.3 Million), Exten-
sion of Ramona Express-
way – Gap Closure ($6 Mil-
lion), and Esplanade Ave-
nue Widening from Warren 
Road to State Street ($2.4 
Million).  Riverside County 
Transportation Commission 
Staff and Western County 
Technical Advisory Commit-
tee are favorably recom-
mending to RCTC Budget 
and Implementation Com-
mittee the approval of 
grants for the Ramona Ex-
pressway Widening from 
Sanderson Avenue to the 
westerly City limits, and Ex-
tension of Ramona Ex-
pressway – Gap Closure.  If 
funding is approved, con-
struction could start as soon 
as summer 2006. 

Engineering  

On behalf of the Engineer-
ing Department staff, I am 
proud to present to you the 
Department’s accomplish-
ments during 2003-04 fiscal 
year.  As you might have 
noticed throughout the City, 
various capital improvement 
projects were implemented 
with an approximate cost of 
$6.2 Million.  These projects 
included installation of side-
walks and miscellaneous 
street improvements on 
East First and Seventh 
Streets, traffic studies and 
traffic calming devices 
throughout the various 
neighborhoods in our com-
munity, Sanderson Avenue 
Asphalt Overlay, Park Ave-
nue Pavement Rehabilita-
tion, Ramona Boulevard 
and Sanderson Avenue 
Water l ine Instal lat ion 
(Phase II), Sixth and Mistle-
toe Waterline Replacement, 
Lake Park Drive Well and 
Main Street Waterline, con-
tribution to Riverside 
County Flood Control for 
Line “E” construction, 
Soboba, Main, Esplanade 
and Artesia Avenue Pave-
ment Rehabilitation, and 
Downtown Improvements. 
 
Council, City Administra-
tion, and Engineering staff 
agree that quality of life in a 
community starts by provid-
ing essential infrastructure.  
With this philosophy in 
mind, we continue to strive 
towards creating the model 
community envisioned for 
San Jacinto.  Our job is not 
only to improve neighbor-
hoods in the core of the City 
but also work together with 
our development commu-
nity to responsibly build 
quality projects that provide 
the infrastructure and 
amenities aimed to attract Soboba Road 

Main Street 
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Continued on page 13 

Annual Hazardous Waste 
Cleanup Day 
 
In Fiscal Year 2003/2004 
the County of Riverside 
and the City of San Jacinto 
collected 12,107-pounds of 
hazardous waste material 
from 221 vehicles. That av-
erages to approximately 
54.8-pounds per car. The 
next scheduled Hazardous 
Waste Cleanup Day is 
February 26, 2005. 
              
Streets 
 
The City of San Jacinto 
Street Division is responsi-
ble for and provides many 
right-of-way maintenance 
services. Safety for resi-
dents and vehicle traffic 
are the Street Division’s 
primary goal. This past 
year, the Street Division 
treated over 150,000 
square feet of City right-of-
ways with herbicide for 
weed control, installed over 
200-new street signs on 
City roadways and sched-
uled completion date of 
March 2005 to complete 
the installation new uniform 
street-name signs at all in-
tersection throughout the 
City of San Jacinto. City 
crews also repaired over 
25,000 square feet of dete-

riorated asphalt on City 
streets; cleaned approxi-
mately 72-storm drains 
throughout the City in an 
effort to control the West 
Nile Virus and other stag-
nant water issues, and ap-
plied over 400-gallons of 
paint on City streets for 
traffic markings. San Ja-
cinto Street Division per-
sonnel continue to strive to 
efficiently and effectively 
provide high quality ser-
vices for this community. 
Please contact the Public 
Works Street Division @ 
(951) 654-4041 for ser-
vices request or concerns. 
 
Parks 
 
The Parks Division main-
tains park maintenance in 

Public Works  

the City’s parks, parkways 
and landscaped medians. 
This year the Parks Divi-
sion completed landscape 
improvements on Main 
Street, which added a fresh 
new look to the downtown 
business areas.  Sallee 
Park, one of the oldest 
parks in the City, was reno-
vated this year with new 
sidewalks; play equipment 
and ball field lighting were 
installed. Also, the turf area 
and landscaping were im-
proved. Skyview Avenue, 
on the west side of town, 
received a new 6-foot block 
wall, replacing the aging, 
deteriorating wood fence 
along the turf area. This 
new block wall was in-
stalled to enhance the se-
curity in and around the 
Ramona Expressway. 
 
Water/Wastewater 
              
During fiscal year 2003-04, 
the Water Division has 
creatively operated the ex-
isting water system in order 
to meet the increasing de-
mands associated with our 
new developments.  Our 
two City wells have been 
modified in order to in-
crease the pumping capac-
ity to meet the current de-
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The Wastewater Division 
will soon have a new vac-
tor truck for sewer mainte-
nance and cleaning.  This 
new piece of equipment 
will also be used to main-
tain storm drains and drain-

age channels throughout 
the City.  Additionally, it will 
also enable the City to in-
dependently meet all de-
mands for sewer and lift 
station maintenance in our 
service area collection sys-
tems. 

Public Works (continued) 

mands.  Fortunately, a 
fourth well is currently un-
der construction on Lake 
Park Well east of Ramona 
Expressway; this new well 
is expected to be in full op-
eration by December 2004 
and will increase the City’s 
operational capacity.  
 
Another project we are 
working on is the update of 
the City’s Water and Sewer 
Master Plan.  This docu-
ment will provide valuable 
information and would ad-
dress the upgrades needed 
or construction of new fa-
cilities to keep up with the 
growing demands of our 
community.  The Water 
and Sewer Master Plan is 
in its final draft form and 
will soon be presented to 
Council for adoption.  

 

This year the Finance De-
partment completed the 
Utility Billing Software con-
version with minimal com-
plications.  Accounts Re-
ceivables were reconciled 
to the penny after the con-
version which is excellent 
following this type of con-
version.  Our customers no 
longer receive post card 
bills; they receive a full 
page invoice including a 
usage comparison graph 
and a return envelope. 
 
Many budgeting and ac-
counting tasks have been 
improved and streamlined 
to increase efficiency. 
Council reports have been 
automated using the budg-
eting module within the ac-

counting software and im-
proved project information 
reporting including summa-
ries, graphs, and details 
are being provided to 
Council and Departments.  
The Annual Budget was 
prepared and presented to 
Council on time and with 
several formatting changes 
making the budget easier 
to read.   
 
Due to the combined ef-
forts of Code Enforcement 
and the Finance Depart-
ment a Code Enforcement 
Abatement Actions proce-
dure manual was written 
and implemented and 
costs of abatement were 
down considerably. 
 

Finance 

A new position of Special 
District Administrative Ana-
lyst was created and filled 
this year to bill all special 
district projects.   
 
A new telephone system 
was installed for City Hall 
and Community Develop-
ment and new phones 
were purchased.  The new 
telephone system and ser-
vice will save the City ap-
proximately $30,000 per 
year from the General 
Fund. 
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Continued on page 15 

On June 1, 2004, the City of 
San Jacinto began contract-
ing with the Riverside 
County Sheriff’s Department 
for law enforcement ser-
vices.  This first 90-day pe-
riod can be characterized by 
transition, training, and 
transforming. 
 
The transition from the for-
mer police agency and sta-
tion has been made much 
easier with additional city 
funding and cooperation.  
Major facility improvements 
and modifications have been 
accomplished.  New office 
furniture, computers, print-
ers and phones have been 
purchased and installed to 
enhance operations. 
 
Personnel familiarization 
and training has been a 
dominant theme at the de-
partment.  A fully-staffed de-
partment, under the agree-
ment of the contract, has 
been accomplished.  New 
employees were hired as 
well as six former police de-
partment officers, who have 
completed the Sheriff’s field 
training program, and are 
now deployed in the com-
munity. 

The San Jacinto Police 
Department consists of 
one lieutenant, five ser-
geants, two investigators, 
twenty patrol officers, two 
school resource officers, 
two traffic motorcycle offi-
cers, one narcotic officer 
(ARCNET), two commu-
nity service officers, one 
sheriff service officer, one 
supervising office assis-
tant and one office assis-
tant. 
 
The San Jacinto Police 
Department’s policy is to 
tailor its’ programs to meet 

Police 

the community needs by im-
plementing community-
oriented policing programs.  
Some of these already initi-
ated include:  The Traffic 
Enforcement Unit, Crime-
Free Multi-Housing Program, 
School Resource Officer 
Program, and the Sex-
Offender Management Pro-
gram. 
 
Consistent with developing 
community partnerships 
within the City of San Ja-
cinto.  The Police Depart-
ment has been recruiting 
and has initiated new Citizen 
Volunteer Units, a Youth Ex-
plorer Program, a Reserve 
Deputy Sheriff Unit and a 
Mounted Posse Unit. 
 
Growth and development will 
continue to be the driving 
forces shaping the City of 
San Jacinto.  The demands 
brought by improvements in 
both retail and residential 
areas of the city, as well as 
an increase in the school 
age population, will keep the 
Police Department active.  
While it would be unrealistic 
to expect real numbers re-
flecting criminal activity to 
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Volunteer Firefighters.  Lo-
cal restaurants such as 
Stadium Pizza, McDon-
ald’s, Burger King, Farmer 
Boys, and Pride of Italy do-
nate six lunches for the 
children (firefighters pay for 
their own meals).  The chil-
dren are picked by the 
teachers, some for excel-
lence, and some who need 
the extra at tent ion/
motivation.  Firefighters 
spend lunch with them and 
recess if time is allowed. 
This year, two schools will 

be added, which are Park 
Hill and Estudillo Elemen-
tary.   Additionally, four 
other local restaurants will 
be added to the rotation, 
and they are Jack in the 
Box, Carl’s Jr., Subway, 
and Taco Shop.   
 
It is through programs like 
the “Lunch with a Fire-
fighter” and cooperation 
with the local community 
that we educate and men-
tor our future leaders in the 
field of life safety. 

Fire 

San Jacinto Fire Depart-
ment staff and City Admini-
stration have been looking 
for a site for a new Fire 
Station on the west side of 
town to provide the appro-
priate service levels and 
meet the necessary re-
sponse times for the cur-
rent and future develop-
ment on the west side of 
town.  The current plan is 
to build a three bay fire sta-
tion on approximately 1.25 
acres of land.  As it stands 
right now, it seems like the 
new siting of the new fire 
station will be located near 
the intersection of Sander-
son and Cottonwood Ave-
nues.  The City Council 
has made this one of staff’s 
highest priorities.   
 
In addition to the demand-
ing level of services in our 
community, the Fire De-
partment has been happy 
to host for the past two 
years a “Lunch with a Fire-
fighter” Program.  This pro-
gram was initially thought 
of by Anita Wallace, an 
auxiliary member of the 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

PETER  A. COSENTINI 
City Manager 

City of San Jacinto 

contract with the Sheriff’s 
Department. 
 
On behalf of the men and 
women of the San Jacinto 
Police Department, we 
thank you for your continu-

ing support of our public 
safety mission.  The men 
and women of this agency 
recognize that serving San 
Jacinto is a privilege, and 
they value and appreciate 
your trust. 

Police (continued) 

decline during such explo-
sive commercial and resi-
dential growth, it is clear 
that the commitment to pub-
lic safety, actively pursued 
by the city council and staff, 
is reflected by initiating this 


