4.0 Environmental Setting

4.0 Overview of Environmental
Setting

The City of San Jacinto is located in western Riverside County along the San Jacinto River.
San Jacinto is situated approximately 50 miles southeast of the City of Los Angeles and 90
miles northeast of San Diego. The City is located in proximity to State Route 79, which is
planned for extension through the City as a freeway. The City is surrounded to the east,
north, and west by unincorporated land under the jurisdiction of the County of Riverside.
The incorporated City of Hemet is located to the south of San Jacinto. Land uses
surrounding the City include land in agricultural production, open space, and urban
development.

The City of San Jacinto lies in the San Jacinto Valley between the Lakeview Mountains on
the west, the San Jacinto Mountains foothills on the south and east, and the San Timoteo
badlands on the northeast. The terrain of the City consists predominately of the gently
sloping, nearly flat valley floor that at one time was a closed basin. The relief of the valley
floor is minimal consisting of incised drainages from the surrounding hills. The northeastern
slopes of the steep Lakeview Mountains shed sediment onto the valley floor forming alluvial
fans. The San Jacinto River cuts through the City from the southeast, forming the eastern
edge of the valley floor, crossing the northern boundary of the City and exiting to the west
north of the Lakeview Mountains.

The existing land uses within San Jacinto are shown in Figure 4-1. The existing land uses are
generally divided between the more urbanized southeastern portion of the City, the
agriculturally-dominated western portion of the City, and a large vacant area in the
northeastern portion of the City associated with the Soboba and Gilman Hot Springs.
Agriculture and vacant land are the dominant existing land uses, particularly in western San
Jacinto. The existing residential uses are primarily a combination of low and medium
density residential, supplemented by lesser amounts of higher density residential and mobile
homes located throughout the urbanized portion of San Jacinto. Commercial land uses are
concentrated within the downtown areas and along San Jacinto and State Streets, while
industrial uses are concentrated in the southwestern portion of San Jacinto, in the vicinity of
Esplanade Avenue, west of San Jacinto Street.

San jacinto has historically been an agricultural community, with its rich valley soils
providing a wide variety of agricultural crops. Agricultural uses in the Planning Area include
groves and orchards, field croplands, and dairy and livestock feedyards. The southeastern
portion is more urbanized while the northeastern portion of the City, associated with the
Soboba and Gilman Hot Springs, is vacant. The City’s population was 23,779 in 2000 and
there were 9,476 housing units and 7.1 million square feet of non-residential building floor
area in 2003. Noise in the planning area is the cumulative effect of noise generated by
transportation activities and stationary sources.

This mix of urban development and extensive agricultural uses limits the extent of high
quality native vegetation in the Planning Area. Native vegetation communities are
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concentrated within open space areas associated with the hillsides in the eastern and
western portions of the Planning Area, as well as disturbed and undisturbed areas along the
San Jacinto River.

The City of San Jacinto is located in the Santa Ana Region, known as Region 8, of the State
of California Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB). Within the Santa Ana
Region, San Jacinto is located in the San Jacinto River Basin. The City’s surface water
resources include the San Jacinto River, the Casa Loma Canal, and the Colorado River
Aqueduct. Additionally, San Jacinto is located within the San Jacinto Groundwater Basin
(Basin). The Basin underlies the Cities of San Jacinto, Perris, Moreno, and Menifee Valleys in
western Riverside County.
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