2.0 Executive Summary

2.0 Executive Summary

2.1 The Project

The proposed project analyzed in this Program EIR is the adoption and implementation of a
comprehensive update of the City of San Jacinto General Plan. The EIR provides a program-
level assessment of the general environmental impacts resulting from the development of
land uses and implementation of policies as established by the General Plan.

2.2 Project Location

The City of San Jacinto is located in western Riverside County along the San Jacinto River.
San Jacinto is situated approximately 50 miles southeast of the City of Los Angeles and 90
miles northeast of San Diego. The City is located in proximity to State Route 79, which is
planned for extension through the City as a freeway. The City is surrounded to the east,
north, and west by unincorporated land under the jurisdiction of the County of Riverside.
The incorporated City of Hemet is located to the south of San Jacinto. Land uses
surrounding the City include land in agricultural production, open space, and urban
development. Figure 3-1 in Section 3.0 Project Description depicts the planning area.

2.3 Environmental Impacts

The City of San Jacinto determined that a Program EIR is required pursuant to the State
CEQA Guidelines. A summary of the environmental impacts and mitigation measures is
provided in Table 2-1. Based on the data and conclusions of this Program EIR, the City of
San Jacinto finds that the project will result in the following significant impacts that cannot

be fully mitigated:

Agricultural Resources (Project-Level and Cumulative Construction impacts)
Air Quality (Project-Level and Cumulative Impacts)

Noise (Cumulative Impacts)

Population and Housing (Project-Level and Cumulative Impacts)

Traffic (Project-Level and Cumulative Impacts)

Growth Inducing Impacts

If the City of San Jacinto chooses to approve the project, it must adopt a “Statement of
Overriding Considerations” pursuant to Sections 15093 and 15126 (b) of the CEQA

Guidelines.

2.4 Potential Areas of Controversy

The State CEQA Guidelines require that potential areas of controversy be identified in the
Executive Summary. Potential areas of controversy include:
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e Level of development and densities proposed
e Traffic impacts of proposed land uses and Circulation Plan
e Aesthetic impacts of development, including blocked views

2.5 Alternatives to the Proposed Project

The alternatives evaluated during the analysis of the proposed project include:

No Project/Existing General Plan

Alternative State Route 79 Alignment - Limited Access Conventional Highway
Increased Agricultural Preservation

Clustered Development

These alternatives are discussed in Section 6.0 of this document.
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